
 

 

ANIMAL CARE CAREERS 
 

Veterinary Nurse: Love animals and want to make a real difference in their lives? A 

career as a veterinary nurse could be perfect for you. Vet nurses are the right-hand 

support for veterinarians – helping with surgeries, giving medication, caring for sick 

and injured animals, and talking to pet owners about how to keep their pets healthy. 

It’s a hands-on, fast-paced job where every day is different, and you get to work 

closely with animals of all shapes and sizes. You’ll also need great people skills, 

because part of your job is supporting pet owners during stressful times. You’ll also 

need to be prepared for some of the messier parts of working with animals. Skilled 

Veterinary nurses who have experience handling animals are high in demand across 

Western Australia. You can start your journey by volunteering at a pet shop or animal 

shelter near you, or picking up Certificate II in Animal Care if it’s offered at your high 

school. To become a Veterinary Nurse you’ll need to complete a Certificate IV in 

Veterinary Nursing, and you can study while in a traineeship that let’s you learn while 

you work.  

Relevant qualification:   

• Certificate II in Animal Care - for those wanting to become a Veterinarian 

Nurse, or work in animal shelters or pet shops, or other related industries. 

• Certificate IV in Veterinary Nursing – to become a Veterinary Nurse, working 

across Veterinary clinics, animal shelters, government roles, Zoos or Wildlife 

sanctuaries. 

Visit:  Veterinary Practice Board of WA   

https://vpbwa.org.au/Public/_VSBWA/Nurses/Nurses-landing.aspx and Veterinary 

Nurses Council of Australia  https://www.vnca.asn.au/  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dog Trainers & Groomers: If you love dogs and want a career working hands-on with 

them every day, dog training or grooming could be a great fit. Dog trainers help teach 

pets good behaviour and support owners to build better bonds with their dogs. They 

also train up service dogs and therapy animals that are essential aides for people, or 

work in law enforcement or biosecurity. Groomers keep dogs healthy and 

comfortable with coat care, nail clipping, and more. Both jobs let you work directly 

with animals, either in salons, pet stores, or even running your own business. You can 

get started with studying Cert II or III in Animal Care, and move towards a Certificate 

https://vpbwa.org.au/Public/_VSBWA/Nurses/Nurses-landing.aspx
https://www.vnca.asn.au/
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IV is Animal Behaviour and Training. There’s growing demand for skilled workers 

across WA as pet and dog ownership increases and families reach out for more 

support with dog behavioural training. 

Relevant qualifications:   

• Certificate III in Animal Care Services - for those wanting to become dog 

groomers, work in pet shops or shelters. 

• Certificate IV in Animal Behaviour and Training - animal-assisted services, 

animal rehoming/adoption, rehabilitation roles, exhibited animal facilities or 

who specialise in conditioning or training different species. 

Visit: YourCareer https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/occupations/361111/dog-handler-or-

trainer, https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/occupations/361113/pet-groomer  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Veterinarian: Becoming a vet means caring for the health and wellbeing of animals, 

from family pets to farm animals and wildlife. Vets diagnose illness, perform 

surgeries, and give advice to pet owners. It’s a challenging but rewarding career for 

those who love science and animals. To become a vet, you’ll need to complete a 

university degree in veterinary science, and strong marks in high school biology and 

chemistry will help get you there. Having experience handling animals through work 

or volunteering, or through completing an animal handling certificate, can help you to 

figure out if this is the right pathway for you and can help with the competitive entry 

requirements. Vets are especially needed in rural and remote parts of WA, where they 

play a vital role in supporting local communities pets, livestock and wildlife. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

There’s more out there! Check out these other careers related to animal care. 

Wildlife carer or wildlife rescue (Certificate III in Wildlife and Exhibited Animal Care), 

Animal Technologist (Diploma of Animal Technology), Veterinary Practice Manager, 

Wildlife and Animal Education, Stable Hand, Farrier. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Further information on qualifications: Visit Jobs and Skills WA 

https://www.jobsandskills.wa.gov.au/  

For general information about careers: contact Rosemary Irwin, Industry Consultant, 

Food Fibre and Timber ITC, 0401 690 914. rosie@fftitc.com.au. 
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